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Chapter 11 The Solar System
Copernicus published a theory that the SUN was the center of the universe. Prior to this, people believed that the EARTH was the center of the universe.
People believed that Copernicus was a heretic because of this “NEW” belief.

He used MATH to prove his idea.

Many years later, Sir Isaac Newton and Johannes Kepler prove that the Sun isn’t the center of the universe … but it IS the center of the solar system.

The Sun

Take away the Sun … and the Earth would not sustain life.

Recall that the Sun is 93 million miles from the Earth.

It takes 8 ½ minutes for light from the Sun to reach the Earth.

Even at this distance, the Sun is capable of burning your skin and damaging your eyes. NEVER look directly at the Sun.

Parts of the Sun

Photosphere – surface of the Sun

The surface “appears” to be smooth because of our distance. However, in reality it’s bumpy and in constant motion.

Gases move up from the center and cause bulges on the surface.

Chromosphere – “atmosphere” of the Sun

Corona – outermost part of the Sun.

How can we “study” the corona? 

Solar eclipse or using specialized astronomical instruments that block the intense light and energy from the Sun.

Solar Storms

Analogous to thunderstorms on the Earth, solar storms on the Sun are magnetic storms.

Typically these storms seem to be related to SUNSPOTS.

Sunspots appear to be “cooler” areas than the surrounding gas.

FACULAE (FAK yuh lee) are bright clouds of gas on the photosphere. (Remember photosphere is the “surface”.)

When a solar storm explodes, SOLAR FLARES are created.

SOLAR PROMINENCE – Huge streams of gas that extends out beyond the chromosphere. The duration can be days or weeks.

SOLAR WIND – electrically charged particles that “blow” from the Sun.
Solar storms can increase the quantity / size of the solar wind.

These solar winds approach the Earth’s atmosphere. Some are trapped by the magnetic field. The particles are attracted to the “poles” of the Earth. Collisions with atoms and molecules in the atmosphere of the Earth cause light to be emitted.

AURORA BOREALIS – the Northern lights is the resultant light near the north pole.

AURORA AUSTRALIS – the Southern lights is the resultant light near the south pole.

The Seasons

When considering the entire solar system, the Sun contains 98% of the total mass.
This HUGE mass exerts gravitational pull on all the planets such that they orbit the sun.

ALL of this was put into motion by God. This happened on the 4th day of creation. 

Gen 1:14-19

REVOLUTION – one trip (orbit) around the Sun for a planet 

Orbits are elliptical paths. (oval shaped)

Elliptical orbits means that the planet is closer to the Sun at certain times.

AXIS – an imaginary line through the planet about which the planet spins. (rotation)

ROTATION – measures a day … time to complete a revolution (on Earth, 24 hours)

The axis of the Earth is tilted at 23 ½ degrees. This tilt is responsible for the seasons.

As the Earth revolves around the sun, the hemisphere that is “pointed toward” the Sun changes. This change dictates the amount of direct sunlight. This represents “summer”.

The DAY that receives the MOST direct sunlight is the SUMMER SOLSTICE.

The DAY that receives the LEAST direct sunlight is the WINTER SOLSTICE.

When the amount of sunlight received during DAY and NIGHT are essentially equal, the term is called EQUINOX. (Latin equi means EQUAL, nox means “night”)

VERNAL EQUINOX – beginning of spring

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX – beginning of fall

Winter Solstice – December 21 or 22

Vernal Equinox – March 21

Summer Solstice – June 21 or 22

Autumnal Equinox – September 21

The Planets

9 planets in our solar system

Mercury

Venus

Earth

Mars

Jupiter

Saturn

Uranus

Neptune

Pluto

My very economical mother just snatched Uncle Neil’s penny.

The “inner” planets (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars) are known as TERRESTRIAL planets.

Generally these planets are considered to be “small”, “solid” and “relatively close” to each other.

Between Mars and Jupiter – asteroid belt

The “outer” planets (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune) are massive in size and are composed of GAS. The distance between ANY TWO of these planets is greater than the distance from Sun and Mars.

The last outer planet is Pluto. Pluto is different in composition. It has a solid-core and is very small. Recently there has been some discussion about reclassifying Pluto “out” of planet status.

See diagrams page 258-9 for relative sizes of planets and orbits.

The Inner Planets

Mercury: The planet closest to the Sun
· Visible on the horizon just before sunrise and after sunset

· Second smallest planet ~ 1/3 the size of Earth

· Small size means small mass ( weak gravitational field

· Weak gravitational field means inability to hold an atmosphere

· Temperature fluctuates between 170 and 400 degrees C

· Period – 88 Earth days to revolve around the Sun

· DAY – 59 Earth days in length to rotate on axis 1 time

Venus: The Evening Star

· Brightest object in morning and evening sky because clouds reflect sunlight well

· Earth’s twin

· Similar size to Earth and similar distance to Sun

· Closest planet to Earth

· Atmosphere 96% CO2
· Temperature MAX 450 degrees C – hot enough to melt LEAD
· Atmosphere VERY dense … would crush a person in a few seconds

· Retrograde rotation – east to west

· Period – 224.7 Earth days to revolve around the Sun

· DAY – 243 Earth days in length to rotate on axis 1 time

Mars: The Red Planet

· Smaller than Earth, but most like Earth

· Tilt similar to Earth

· Average temperature of -63 degrees C

· On sunny summer day, can reach 30 degrees C

· Atmosphere mainly CO2
· Visibly “RED”

· Period – 687 Earth days to revolve around the Sun

· DAY – 24.5 Earth hours in length to rotate on axis 1 time
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