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Star Groups
Approximately 85% of stars are members of a star family.

Some groups are as large as galaxies with billions of stars.

Some groups are as small as a binary system.

Small Groups of Stars
Smallest star group is BINARY SYSTEM ( two stars
These two stars revolve around each other.

Approximately ½ of all star groups are binary.

Some small star groups have 3 or 4 stars. ( Multiple star groups
Alpha Centauri ( group of 3 stars

Star Clusters
Open 

· Group of several hundred to a few thousand

· No particular arrangement

· Perhaps most famous ( Pleiades (right shoulder of constellation Taurus)

Globular

· Group of several thousand to a million

· Close to each other

· Arranged like a ball

· Look “fuzzy” from a distance

Galaxies

· A huge star system containing millions to billions of stars

· Spans light-year
· Milky Way spiral galaxy (our galaxy)contains ~ 300 billion stars and is 100,000 light years across

Our galaxy revolves around center point.

Our sun moves 150 miles / second and takes 200 million years per revolution (called a galactic year)

The Local Group

Our galaxy (Milky Way) travels with 30+ galaxies to form a cluster known as “Local Group”

The Local Group occupy an area of diameter of 3,000,000 light-years.

Andromeda and Milky Way are two of biggest galaxies in Local Group

There are billions of galaxies, each holding millions and millions of stars spaced light-years apart.

God created all of this and holds it in his hands.

Other Space Objects

Asteroids

Asteroid belt – between Mars and Jupiter

Asteroid – irregularly shaped piece of rock, metal and dust

Size varies greatly

Meteroids

Meteoroid – chunk of metal or stone that is moving toward Earth’s atmosphere
When meteoroid enters Earth’s atmosphere it becomes a meteor.

When a meteoroid hits atmosphere, it becomes a meteor.

A meteor that his Earth’s surface is a meteorites

Comets

A comet is an icy chunk of frozen gas and water and dust

· Coma

· Nucleus

· tail
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